
It is not a bad thing to be reminded of unpleasant
 

facts, if by such reminders any influence whatever is
exerted toward doing away with the evils that exist. If
we know that physicians are disproportionately given to
suicide under the stress of modern life, while other pro-
fessions also suffering from overcrowding are not, it is
well to look for the reasons. The real main factor is, we

believe, the business negligence of the profession as a

whole. It does not look out for its own interests as it
might very properly do without in the least disregarding
the interests of the public. With proper organization
and regulation, which is now, we believe, fairly well in-
augurated, though far from being perfected, there will
be less reason, we trust, in the future than there has been
in the past for suicide among physicians.

THE STRIKE FEVER.
An Indiana official has, according to newspaper re-

ports, diagnosed the cause of the present epidemic of
strikes as due to a bacillus. As far as its prevalence and
apparent contagion goes, it would seem to be a rational
conclusion that there is some sort of morbid virus or

germ extant that produces the present outrageous con-
dition of things. The extirpation of this particular
germ, however, is a sociologic problem, not a medical
one, except in so far as the mental condition of the
strikers at the present time is a psychologic phenomenon
that deserves some attention by the psychiatrist. There
is no question, however, that if the present febrile move-

ment continues there will be some complications calling
for medical treatment. The enforced idleness of a large
number of working people and their consequent financial
embarrassment, will have much to do in depreciating
their bodily welfare, and in causing impairment of nat-
ural immunity. Should the "epidemic" go further, the
public at large will suffer. Great soeiologic injury may
easily result from extensive stagnation of manufactur-
ing and other occupations, and the financial condition
of the country may thus be seriously interfered with.
These results are an interesting matter for study, both
in their influence on present pathologic conditions of the
laboring classes and on the people as a whole.

THE YELLOW FEVER ORGANISM.
Within the past two or three years the number of the

animal parasites known or suspected to be the cause of
disease has been notably increased, and if the extension
of our knowledge in this direction continues at the same

rate, we may have to modify our terminology to some
extent, and instead of the name "bacteriology" as a
branch of medical science, use some more comprehensive
term. One of the latest additions to the list is the Myxo-
coccidium stegomyi\l=oe\,which Drs. Parker, Beyer and
Pothier1 of the Public Health and Marine-Hospital
Service find as a regular denizen of the yellow fever
contaminated mosquito. It is true that not all the steps
necessary to positively assure us of the etiologic import-
ance of this organism in yellow fever have yet been taken,
or at least, if taken, have not been published, but it has

1. Report of Working Party No. 1, Yellow Fever Institute,
Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, Washington, 1903.

a respectable\p=m-\ifthat be the word—standing on the su

pected list. We can hope at least that it will be
.

terminately ascertained to be the cause of this trop
scourge, and that by the further study of all its lite

tory we can in time exact a still more efficient contro
the disorder. It is something to know, or even reas

ably suspect, who are our enemies, and be able to

accordingly. The authors make no claim to the di

ery of the genuine organism, though they evidently
not unwilling to call attention to the fact that their
covery strongly points that way. There is an appa
advantage in the study of these pathogenic animal oi?
isms over that of bacteria ; we have in them a fuller
history to work out, and while specific characters are
as marked as in the higher organisms, there are mo
characterize them in a biologic point of view than i

case with the lowlier vegetable forms. The field)
ever, is wide enough in both, and either may b^ ,

special advantages in the study of its life cycles
that of its toxic action and constituents.

RESEARCHES ON DENGUE.
In connection with the above we may say herethat

the catalogue of the iniquities of the mosquito is notyet

exhausted. Besides its maleficent function as thetrans-

mitterlchar-r of malaria and yellow fever and itsgeneralchar-

acter as a pestilent nuisance, there is yet another disease

of tropical and warmer temperate regions that is being
credited to its mischief. The Hawaiian Board of Health
has already taken action against it as a factor in the

spread of dengue, and in the Journal of Tropical Medi-

cine, July 1, Dr. H. Graham of Beyrouth, Syria, reports
his investigations into the causation of this disease,and

his conclusion derived therefrom that it is due to a pro-

tozo\l=o"\nconveyed and inoculated by the mosquito. He
has found and studied the evolution of a parasitein

the mosquito and in the blood of dengue cases that inseems

to him satisfactorily assured as the cause of the disease.

Dengue not being a fatal or serious disorder, he found
no difficulty in obtaining plenty of human subjec
whom to experiment; indeed, he says the difficUit^ ^
to select the best from the multitude who offere ^
the sake of the compensation paid. His experi
paralleled to some extent those of Eeed and his g()
ciates with yellow fever, and though they were n ^
elaborate and conclusive, yet they seem, as relat >

afford a very fair presumption in favor of his cone
to be

The species of mosquito chiefly implicated appearS . $,
Culex fatigans, but the notorious Stegomyia Ia  0$
which coexisted with it in Beyrouth and its erl

, 0ye
where the experiments were made, is perhaps not
suspicion. The culex, however, seems pretty we ^
victed of being a harborer of the germ. Experi is
were also made with inoculation of the salivary ë -fy
of this species, carefully dissected out and mixe ^
a warm sterilized normal peptonized saline so ¡,
These inoculations produced an attack in every wa) ^
lar to dengue, but so severe that he desisted from ^y
experiments in this line. It would seem that in tii ¿.
a particular concentration of the virus was ob ^
Dengue organisms were found in the blood ju
patient, thus removing the suspicion of septice
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p ,Case- If Graham's findings are confirmed in other
vàr' f

^le W01'^a- where dengue abounds, and the special
it uriii

°r varieties of mosquitoes accurately determined,
lío t

an°ther victory for preventive medicine over a

annoying, if not actually dangerous, affection.

Medical News.

ILLINOIS.
Personal.\p=m-\Dr. Herman A. White, St. Charles, will sail for

Europe August 4.
StateOfficials Enjoined.\p=m-\JosephHanreddy, the lowest and
an unsuccessful bidder for the contract to erect eight cottages at
theIllinois Hospital for the Incurable Insane, at Bartonville,
hasfiled a bill asking an injunction against the state auditor,
the trustees of the hospital and the contractor, alleging fraud

intheawarding of the contract.
Chicago.

Vaccination and Smallpox.\p=m-\Ofthe 311 cases of smallpox
which have come under observation and treatment in Chicago
thisyear,only 39 showed any evidence of vaccination whatever,
and notoneof these had a recent, protective vaccinal mark;
in all adults who either showed marks of vaccination
in childhood, never revaccinated, or doubtful, non-characteristic

scars,as of burns or other injuries.
Personal.\p=m-\Dr. N. Senn is taking his vacation in the west. He

wentbyway of Rock Springs, Wyo., where he was the guest
ofDr.R.Harvey Reed, to the Yellowstone Park, and from there

willvisitthe Yosemite Valley.\p=m-\Dr. .Tulius Grinker has re-

turnedfromEurope.\p=m-\Dr. George W. Newton and family
sailedfor Europe July 18.\p=m-\Dr. Stanton A. Friedberg sailed
forEuropeJuly17.\p=m-\Dr. and Mrs. william Cuthbertson have

returnedfromtheir European tour.
LessContagiousDisease.\p=m-\Only 57 cases of the contagious

diseases\p=m-\diphtheria,measles,scarlet,fever,smallpox,etc.\p=m-\

werereportedduringtheweekended July 18. This is the
lowestnumber since September, 1901. In the corresponding
weeklast year there were 119, and the 34 cases of diphtheria
and14cases of scarlet fever reported this week are one-third
andone-halfless than the respective number reported during
thepreviousweek. Measles, which has been epidemically prev-
alentformanymonths,is fast disappearing, as also is small-
pox,thesolitary reported case of which was that of an un-

vaccinatedinfantof6months.

ComparativeMortality.\p=m-\During the first six months of 1903
atotalof15,201 deaths from all causes were reported, giving

anannualdeathrateof16.24 Per 1,000. This iS an inerease
of3,103deathsoverthenumber for the first six months of 1902,

andanincreaseof18.5 per cent. in the annual rate in proportiontopopulation.Of the causes of death showing the greatestrateofincrease were typhoid fever, 154 per cent.; scarlet fever,
147percent.;measles, 136 per cent.; pneumonia, 60 per cent.;

Bright'sdisease, 58 per cent.; acute intestinal diseases, 29
percent.;suicide, 24 per cent.; consumption, 17 per cent.;
heartdiseases, 14 per cent. Pneumonia caused 3,133 deaths in

thesesixmonths, as against 1,901 in the first six months oflastyear,andconsumption1,561and1,325respectively.

MARYLAND.
Baltimore.

DoctorsIndicated.\p=m-\Drs. Robert X. Giering and Anna Giering
wereindicated

by the grand jury, July 15, on the charge of pub-lishing improper matter in a medical book. The former gave
$300bail;thelatterissaidtobeoutofthecity.

DeathsofLastWeek.\p=m-\There were 124 deaths of children
under5lastweek.Thiswas nearly one-half the entire mor-

tality, which was 251, equivalent to an annual rate of 23.41
per1,000.There were 60 deaths from cholera infantum, and

4 each from typhoid fever and sunstroke. Consumption and

pneumoniacausedrespectively19and12deaths.FacultyChanges.\p=m-\The following changes have been madeinthefaculty of the Maryland Medical College: Dr. George B.
School, associateprofessor of pathology and bacteriology; Dr.Gustavus Dohme, demonstrator of chemistry; Dr. Clarence P.

Erkenbrack, lecturer on osteology, and Dr. Wilbur M. Pearce,clinical professor of diseases of children and physical diagnosis.
Personal.\p=m-\Dr. EugeneF.Cordell has resigned the chair of

practice in the Woman's Medical College and has accepted the

honorary professorship of history of medicine in the University
of Maryland.-Dr. N. G. Keirle, Jr., has resigned his posi-
tion as resident physician of the Hebrew Hospital and will go
abroad in August to study the Pasteur treatment.-Drs.
Ridgely B. Warfield, Harry Friedenwald and Thomas R. Brown
have gone to Europe.-Dr. Hunter Robb sailed for Antwerp,
July 18.-Dr. Joseph E. Evans, Merion, S. C, has been ap-
pointed to the Marine-Hospital Service and assigned to duty at
the Marine Hospital here.-Dr. Alfred H. Powell is again
resident physician at Capon Springs, Va.

MASSACHUSETTS.
Goat's Milk for Babes.—There has been started in Maiden,

Mass., a goat farm for the production of goat's milk. The
promoters expect that there will be a large demand for the milk,
especially for the dietary treatment of sick babies.

Largest Class on Record.—More than 200 applicants took the
examination before the State Board of Registration in Medi-
cine, in Boston, July 14. Never before has so large a number
appeared to take the examination for license to practice.

Personal.—Dr. Edward 0. Tabor has been elected city physi-
cian of Lowell.-Drs. Ralph H. Seelye and Charles P. Hooker
have resigned from the staff of Mercy Hospital, Springfield ; Dr.
Charles J. Downey has been made visiting physician, and Dr.
Harvey W. Van Allen electro-therapeutist to the hospital.

Free Antitoxin and Vaccine.—The law having been enacted
which makes it the duty of the State Board of Health to manu-

facture for free distribution .both diphtheria antitoxin and
vaccine virus, the state bacteriologist, Dr. Theobald Smith,
who will have charge of their production at the Bussey Insti-
tute, has gone to Europe to study the best methods of produc-
tion there, specially in Germany.

Boston Deaths.—The report of the Boston Board of Health
for the year ended Jan. 31, 1903, shows the lowest death rate
ever recorded, 18.73 per 1,000, or .97 lower than the year before.
The large items in this decrease were in zymotic disases, 360;
in diphtheria, 128; in scarlet fever, 123. Typhoid fever caused
139 deaths. Of children under five there were 3,367 deaths, a

decrease of 102. The total number of deaths for the year was

10,983.
Mortality of the Week.—With the coming of the hot weather

the city's death rate, which was phenomenally lower in June, has
returned to more usual conditions, and for the week ended
July 18 was 18.58 per 1,000. Of infectious diseases 31 cases of
diphtheria were reported, with 5 deaths; 20 of scarlet fever,
with 3 deaths; 16 of typhoid fever; 23 of measles, and 34 of
tuberculosis with 18 deaths. Pneumonia caused 25 deaths, and
heart disease 21. The number of babies under one year who
died was 52, and of children under five years, 67.

Brookline's Fight Against Mosquitoes.—Brookline's efforts
to exterminate mosquitoes, which seemed so successful early
in the season, have met much criticism and ridicule more re-

cently, when the wet weather, followed by humid heat, has
produced a scourge of the pests everywhere. The difficulty
seems to be that a large sum of money is needed to do
thorough work, and that is not available to the board of health.
Steady work is being done, however, both in filling in, drainage
and petrolizing. An attempt may be made to enforce the town
ordinance which makes a pool of stagnant water wherever
found a public nuisance.

MICHIGAN.
Pitcher Acquitted.—Dr. Sheldon Pitcher, Detroit, charged

with causing the death of a young woman by a criminal opera-
tion in September last, was acquitted, June 18, by a Recorder's
Court jury.

Refuse to Register.—The State Board of Medical Registration
has declined to register Dr. D. M. Coonley, who attained some
unenviable notoriety while a student«at the Michigan College of
Medicine, Detroit, by alleged unethical practices, and who ob-
tained a diploma only on his signing an agreement to go out
of the patent-medicine business.

Personal.—Dr. Elliott K. Herdman, Ann Arbor, has been ap-
pointed medical inspector of schools.-Dr. Oscar L. Dales has
been appointed a member of the board of health of Grand
Rapids, vice Dr. Hugh Lupinski, deceased.-Drs. John H.
Neary, John W. Hoffman, William S. Brownell, Moses A. Fech-
heimer, George W. Augustin and William P. Melody have been
appointed city physicians at Detroit.

Comparative Morbidity.—For June compared with the aver-
age for June in the 10 years, 1893-1902, nephritis, scarlet fever,
typhoid fever, smallpox and diphtheria were more than usually
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